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SOME 

REMARKS 

O  N    T  H  E 

BILL 

For  Takings  Examining  and  Stating  the 
Tublick  Accounts  of  the  Kingdom^  &c. 

I'^HE  Mifcarrying  of  a  Bill  which  paffed  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  lafl:  Seffion  of  Par-j. 
liament,  for  appointing  Commiflloners  to  State- 
and  Examine  the  Publick  Accounts,  has  given 
Occafion  for  much  Difcourfe  and  Cenfure.  A  Pamphlet 
has  been  Printed  with  the  Title  of,  The  fever d  Proceedings 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  in  Relation  to  the  Bill  for  Takings 
Examining  and  Stating  theFublick  Accounts  of  the  Kjngdom-^ 
together  mth  the  Copy  of  the  Bill.  The  Defign  of  that 
Pamphlet  is  manifeltly  to  throw  Reflexions  on  the  Lords 
foi*  the  lofs  of  that  Bill.  The  Houfe  of  Peers  is  an  EHential 
part  of  the  Enol/jjj  Conftitution :  And  fince  in  all  Points  in 
Difpute  between  the  two  Houfes,one  of  them  muif  be  more 
in  the  right  than  the  other  ;  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  if  a  Pri- 
vate Perfon  may  be  allowed  to  endeavour  to  fliew  the 
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Lords  to  be  in  the  Wrong ;  another  Private  Perfon  may 
be  permitted  to  fay,  why  he  is  not  of  the  fame  Opinion. 

There  have  been  fix  Afts  of  Parliament  for  Confti- 
tuting  Commiflioners  to  Take,  Examine  and  State  the 
PubUck  Accounts  fince  the  happy  Revolution.  Two 
Gentlemen  had  the  Honour  to  be  named  CommifTioners 
in  every  one  of  thefe  Afts.  There  were  great  Alterations 
as  to  the  other  Commiflioners  ('among  whom  were  feve- 
ralPerfons  of  great  Worth  and  Ability^  but  it  is  not  to 
be  wondred  at  if  a  fuppofed  Experience  gave  thefe  two 
ftanding  Commiflioners  the  predominant  Authority.  In 
the  firfl  Ad:  Sir  Robert  Rich  was  the  ifb  CommifRoner^ 
and  he  and  Col.  Ju[ien  were  very  A6:ive  in  the  Execution 
of  it,  and  many  ufeful  Obfervations  were  offered  to  both. 
Houfes  at  their  next  Meeting ;  and  if  thefe  had  been 
throughly  ExaminM  into,  and  profecuted  with  eflfed,  a 
great  Summ  of  Money  might  have  been  favcd  to  the 
Nation.  The  Lords,  during  the  SefHon  in  1691.  endea- 
voured with  much  Warmth  and  AfHduity  to  have  impro- 
ved thefe  Obfervations  for  the  PublickGood,  but  in  vain ;. 
for  the  Commiflioners  being  all  Members  of  the  Houfe 
of  Comm.ons,  there  were  found  endlefs  Difficulties  in  ha- 
ving their  Attendance  or  AfTifiance. 

The  Houfe  of  Peers,  in  order  to  prevent  the  like  In- 
convenience for  the  future,  when  another  Bill  of  Accounts 
was  lent  to  them  in  the  fame  Seilion^  thought  fit  to  add 
fome  Perfons,  who  were  not  of  the  tloufe  of  Commons, 
to  be  Commiflioners,  of  whom  Dr.  Dai/enant  was  one. 
Butit  feems  his  Name  is  not  lucky  to  Bills  of  Accounts. 
Tliat  Bill  was  then  lofi  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  refu- 
sing to  agree  to  the  Amendment  which  the  Lords  had 
made,  by  adding  the  Do6lor  and  his  Companions  for 
Commiflioners ;  As  the  lafl:  Bill  was  loft  by  the  Com* 
mons  refufmg  to  agree  to  the  Lords  Amendments,  in 
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leaving  out  the  DcxElor  and  other  CommifTioners,  made 
by  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Sir  Rol?ert  Rich,  and  Col.  Jujle;^  being  made  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  were  no  longer  continued 
in  Commiflion  of  Accounts ;  and  the  Obfervations  made 
while  they  were  Commiffioners,  were  no  further  taken 
notice  of. 

It  may  be  affcrted  with  great  Truth,  That  fiom 
that  Time  forward  no  one  Account  was  effetlually 
profecuted,  no  one  Penny  got  or  faved  to  the  Nation, 
nor  fo  much  as  one  ufeful  Obfervation  for  the  Kingdom 
made,  during  any  of  the  fubfequent  CommifTions.  This 
may  look  like  a  bold  AiTertion  ;  but  the  Proceedings  are 
all  Extant ,  and  may  be  reforted  to  •,  and  therefore  if 
what  IS  affirmed  be  falfe,  it  may  eafily  be  refuted. 

There  is  Reafon  to  hope  the  Kingdom  will  foon  fee, 
from  one  who  is  well  able  to  give  it,  an  exa6l  Hiftory 
of  the  feveral  Commiffions  of  Accounts,  wherein  fome 
material  Secrets  may  be  laid  open. 

Several  Reafons  may  be  alTigned ,  why  fo  little  was 
done  during  thefe  many  Commiflions,  and  how  it  came 
to  pafs  that  their  Remarks  were  fo  trifling,  and  fo  re- 
mote from  the  Matter  of  Accounts  ;  and  thefe  will  rea- 
dily occur  to  any  who  will  fet  themfelves  to  confider  :  I 
will  mention  one  thing,  which  may  not  commonly  be  ta- 
ken notice  of.  In  the  firfl:  Commiflion  of  Accounts  the 
Enquiry  was  reftrain'd  to  the  fifth  of  November,  1688. 
except  only  as  to  the  Accounts  of  the  Money  irfued  for 
Repairs  of  the  Navy  in  King  James^  Reign,  under  the 

Management  of  Mr.  P s.    Soon  after  the  Revolution 

there  was  a  great  and  general  clamour  on  this  Head,  be- 
caufe  the  Ships,  which  were  certified  to  King  James  to 
be  throughly  repair'd,  were  found,  when  they  came  to 
be  made  ufeof,  to  be  merely  patcli'd  up,  for  a  Shew  in 
Harbour. 

This 
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This  Claufe  alarm'd  Mr.  P s,  and  all  who  were 

concern'd  with  him ;  and  every  expedient  was  put  in  Pra- 
ftice,  which  might  tend  to  divert  the  ftorm:  Sir  Robert 
Rfch,  and  Colonel  Jujle^  were  Tryed,  but  ftood  inflexi- 
ble, being  determin'd  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  Men 
who  were  known  to  be  in  another  Intereft  than  that  of 
the  Government.  But  Accefs  was  obtained  to  two  other 
Gentlemen.  It  was  difcovered  that  one  of  them  could 
not  be  over-flattered  as  to  his  great  Ability,  and  they  of- 
fered Incence  to  him  in  abundance;  They  told  him  his 
Head  was  admirably  well  turn'd  to  be  the  Mafl:er  of  the 
whole  Oeconomy  of  the  Navy,  and  captivated  him  entire- 
ly, by  filling  his  Pockets  with  Schemes  relating  to  the 
Fleet.  It  is  probable  the  other  Gentleman  was  prevaiPd 
upon  by  more  folid  Meafures.  But  by  whatfoever  means 
it  was,  both  of  them  were  prevail'd  upon.  In  a  little 
time,  not  only  that  part  of  the  Bufinefs  which  related  to 
Mr.  P- — j's  Accounts  was  forgotten,  but  it  feem'd  to  be 
forgottea  that  they  were  CommiflTioners  of  Accounts ;  for 
during  all  the  fubfequent  Commiflions,  their  obfervations 
were  generally  in  relation  to  Sea  Affairs,  and  the  Manage- 
ment of  tlie  Fleet,  inftead  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Kingdom. 
It  is  true,  there  appear'd  more  Spleen  than  Weight  in  their 
Remarks,  for  they  were  generally  bafiied  in  the  Houfe  in 
all  tirefe  Sea  ConfliQ:s.  Yet  there  was  fome  pleafure  in 
perfecuting  their  Old  Brother  Commi0ioners,  whom  they 
could  not  without  uneafinefs  fee  fixed  inanotlier  Honou- 
rable Station.    Befides  when  Mr.  P -./  was  become 

as: it' were  the  Superintendent  of  the  Commiilion  of  Ac- 
coiints;  it  may  readily  be  fuppofed  what  other  ends  were 
gratified  in  difquieting  and  diflieartning  the  Pcrfons  who 
'had  the  Principal  Management  ofthe  Sea  Affairs  during  the 
*  War.  This  w:as  the  Miitter  of  Fad,  and  great  Friend/hip 
'andDcdrnefs  was  beu.un,  and  continued  between  thofe 

,C,OAinii{rioners  and  Mr.  P ^,  and  the  Effe6ls  of  it 
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will  be  yet  feen  b)j  any  Body  who  deliberately  confiders 
the  obfervations  of  the  Commi  {Doners  of  Accounts,  tho'  it 
appear'd  much  more  plainly  to  thofe  who obferved  from 
time  to  time  wliat  pafTcd  in  the  Houfe. 

As  the  ?to^\QO^ England  had  no  profit  by  thefe  Com- 
miflions,  fo  the  Cliargc  of  them  was  exceeding  great-  Bc- 
fides  Salaries,  the  voluminous,  and  (in  a  great  Meafure) 
unneceffary  AccoLints  which  the  CommifTioners  required 
from  every  Office,  coil  the  Kingdom  vaft  Summs.  The. 
manner  in  whici  ■  chofe  Accounts  were  demanded,  and  the 
Officers  treated,  caufed  an  incredible  Diftraftion,  and. 
was  a  real  hiiy.-.rance  to  their  carrying  on  their  Duties  du- 
ring the  continuar.ee  of  the  CommiflTions.  But  more  than 
all  this  might  have  been  born,  if  after  fo  many  experi- 
ments, the  leaft  Fruit  had  been  produced  for  the  good  of 
the  Kingdom, 

In  1696,  (after  a  Year  very  likely  to  have  proved  many 
ways  Fatal  to  England)  wlien  of  Courfe  another  Bill  of 
Accounts  came  to  be  fpoke  of  in  the  Hcufe  of  Commons ; 
it  was  quickly  perceived  to  be  the  general  Opinion,  that 
little  Good  was  to  be  expelled  without  a  Total  Change  of 
the  whole  Commiflioners.  This  Difcovery  touched  tlie 
CommifHoners  very  deeply.  Some  of  them  had  been 
exercifing  an  Inquiiltion  for  feveral  Years  together,  againft 
all  fuch  as  would  not  learn  to  underitand  their  Meaning. 
They  liad  feveral  w^iys  tafted  the  fweetnefs  of  Power  ; 
and  they  had  reaibn  to  apprehend  that  an  entire  fet  of 
New  Commiflioners  would  pique  thcnfelves  to  do  fome- 
what  for  the  Publick,  and  any  thing  of  that  kind  mull 
fhew  the  unskilfulncfs  or  unfaithfulnefs  of  thofe  who  had 
been  Employed  for  fo  many  Years  together. 

No  Artifice  therefore,  was  Omitted  to  delay  the  Bill. 
It  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  by  the  Lord  Spencer,  the 
26th  oi  November  1696,  and  was  prelled  earnellly  from 
time  to  time,  as  appears  by  the  Printed  Votes ;  but  never- 
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dielefs  things  were  fo  managed,  that  the  Houfe  did  not 
get  to  the  Naming  of  the  CommifTioners  til]  the  12th 
of  February  following,  and  then  feven  New  Perfons  were 
pitch'd  upon. 

But  an  unhappy  occafion  was  found  totally  to  difappoint 
that  Bill  ;  one  of  thefe  feven  Gentlemen  having  then  a 
profped  of  a  more  defirable  Place,  declin'd  accepting  to 
be  one  of  the  Commiflioners  of  Accounts,  and  prevailed 
to  get  himfelf  difchargM  by  the  Houfe.  The  Old  Com- 
mifTioners laid  hold  of  this  opportunity,  and  obferving 
thofe  who  were  for  a  New  Commiflion  (according  to  Cu- 
flomj  to  be  negligent,  as  being  toofecure  of  their  Majori- 
rity,  brought  their  Friends  together,  and  by  furprize 
got  one  to  be  named  by  the  greater  number  of  Votes, 
who  they  thought  would  be  look'd  upon  as  improper  for 
fjch  a  Bufinefs :  and  thereby  pretending  to  turn  the  Bill 
it  felf  into  Ridicule,  procurM  a  fudden  Vote  againft  the 
Engrofling  it.  If  a  Man  will  compare  the  Chara£ler 
of  that  Gentleman  with  the  Chara^ers  of  fome  of  the 
Perfons  named  for  Commiflioners  in  the  late  Bill,  he 
muft  confefs  the  Houfe  of  Lords  had  better  Grounds  to 
believe  it  was  never  intended  in  earneft,  that  it  fliould 
pafs  into  a  Law. 

The  Bill  of  Accounts  in  1696.  having  mifcarried,  from 
that  time,  the  Men  who  before  pretended  to  be  zealous 
in  every  Seflion  for  carrying  on  fuch  Bills,  were  as  indu- 
rtrious  and  artificial  in  preventing  them ;  tho'  the  Per- 
fons principally  concern'd  in  difpofing the  Publick  Money, 
did  not  fail  from  time  to  time  to  invite,  and  indeed  to 
provoke  them  to  it. 

The  mofi  proper  time  for  making  up  all  Accounts  mufl 
be  own'd  to  be  upon  the  Conclulion  of  a  War.  The 
Officers  were  then  at  leifure ;  whereas  before,  if  their 
places  were  well  Executed,  the  current  Service  took  up 
all  their  Time.     But  the  utmoit  Management  was  ufed 

by 
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bv  fome  of  the  old  CommifTioners,  to  prevent  any  A^ 
of  that  kind,  till  a  favourable  Seafon  might  render  it  pro- 
bable, that  thcmfelves,  or  Men  under  their  Diredion, 
might  be  the  Perfons  to  be  employed* 

This  appeared  plainly  in  the  SeiTion  of  Parliament, 
1698.  On  the  i^th  o[  March  in  that  Year,  there  hap- 
ning  a  warm  Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the 
Subje8:  of  the  Publick  Debts,  and  the  Occallon  of  them, 
it  was  order'd,  That  a  Bill  of  Accounts  fhould  be  brought 
in,  and  the  Lord  Cheyne^  Mr.  Pkrpoint,  and  Mr.  Bruges 
were  appointed  to  do  it.  The  Parliament  continued  fit- 
ting near  two  Months  after  this,  and  tho'  thefe  Gentle- 
men were  feveral  times  called  upon,  they  would  not  be 
prevail'd  with  to  oRer  fuch  a  Bill.  No  Body  will  believe 
it  was  forborn  out  of  Partiality  or  Indulgence  to  the  Men 
who  were  then  in  Publick  Employments. 

In  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament  1699.  and  1700,  the 
Seafon  was  come  when  they  who  had  furnifhed  the  King- 
dom with  the  former  Commiflioners  were  again  Mafters 
of  the  Choice.  But  then  the  great  Surviving  CommifH- 
oner  was  growing  a  pace  into  the  Miniftry;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  all  pretences  of  Publick  Zeal,  it  has  appeared 
that  few  have  brigued  to  be  Commiflioners  of  Accounts, 
but  with  profpeft  of  fome  other  place.  He  had  in  his 
view  a  better  Way  of  finding  his  Account,  than  by  that 
Commiflion.  He  had  talk'd  of  his  being  able  to  difcover 
Secrets  of  Confequence  in  the  foreign  Accounts,  and 
therefore  was  worth  taking  off;  and  fome  Perfons  grew 
afraid  ;  a  Bargain  was  made,  and  the  Difcoveries  were 
no  more  heard  off.  An  honourable  Perfon,  who  is  Pri- 
cipally  conccrn'd  in  the  making  up  of  that  Account,  can 
beff  tell  what  the  Bargain  was.  If  he  fhould  not  think 
it  for  his  Advantage,  in  due  time  other  ways  will  be  found 
to  make  it  appear. 

B  During 
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During  that  Seflion  the  Petition  of  the  Disbanded 
Souldiers  came  in  fo  faft,  and  their  Complaints  were  Co 
loud  that  fomewhat  was  to  be  done  to  fatisfie  them.  They 
were  amufed  for  a  great  while  by  a  pretence  of  Ereding 
a  Court  of  Judicature  for  their  ReHef ;  But  upon  the  De- 
bate for  the  Committment  of  the  Bill  it  appeared,  that  all 
the  time  had  been  loft,  and  that  fuch  a  Judicature  would 
be  Ufelefs,  unlefs  the  Accounts  were  Stated  and  Adjufted.. 
And  thereupon  on  the  1 2th.  of  February  1699.  it  was  Re- 
commended to  one  of  the  old  CommifTioners  and  ano- 
ther, to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  Determining  the  Debts  due  to 
the  Army ,  and  for  Tranfport  Service  ;  But  above  a 
Fortnight  having  pafTed,  and  no  Bill  offer'd,  on  the 
27th.  the  Souldiers  came  to  the  Houfe  in  a  Tumultuous 
Manner,  and  threatned  that  Gentleman  by  Name.  Some 
Officers  who  were  of  the  Houfe  quieted  the  Diforder, 
and  it  had  fuch  an  effe£l,  that  the  fecond  day  after  he 
brought  in  the  Bill. 

It  was  afterwards  found  NecefTary,  in  Order  to  the 
bringing  about  fome  Defigns  then  on  Foot,  that  a  great 
Favourite  fhould  be  terrified,  and  another  Perfon  in  a 
great  Office  fhould  be  kept  in  awe,  and  therefore  a  Claufe 
was  added  to  the  Bill  for  enabling  the  fame  Commiffi- 
oners  to  take  the  Account  of  all  Prizes,  during  the  War  ; 
which  as  it  was  then  given  out,  would  highly  affe6l  them 
both. 

This  PalTage  naturally  invites  one  to  an  Obfervation 
(which  every  Gentleman  who  has  Sat  in  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  upon  Recolle8:ion  will  acknowledge  to  be 
true)  that  generally  fpeaking,  the  fame  Perfons  have  ear- 
ly in  every  Seffion  bufied  themfelves,  with  a  great  fliew 
of  Publick  Zeal,  to  call  for  all  Accounts  to  be  brought 
before  the  Houfe.  And  yet  thofe  Gentlemen  in  no  Seffi- 
on did  look  into  the  Accounts,  or  make  any  fignificant 
Itep  towards  it.     The  Proceeding  neverthelefs  was  feve- 
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ral  ways  Ufefiil  to  thcmfelvcs,  tho'  not  to  the  Publlck. 
It  had  a  popular  Appearance  to  all  who  did  not  through- 
ly know  the  Men.  It  prevented  others  from  purfuing 
the  Matter  effeftually,  becaufe  thefe  Perfons  Teemed  to 
havechargcd  themfelves  with  the  Enquu'y.  And  it  turned 
to  great  Account  to  themfelves  Peifonally,  They  werefure 
to  be  highly  Courted,  at  leafl:  by  all  who  were  Obnoxious. 
Thefe  Gentlemen  may  be  Refembled  to  Tartars,  whofe 
Incurfions  are  never  made  to  enlarge  the  Dominions  of 
their  Country,  but  to  get  Contributions  for  themfelves. 

When  the  Commiflioners  came  to  be  named,  it  ap- 
peared that  many  honeft  Gentlemen  had  taken  a  furfeit  of 
employing  Members  in  the  Execution  of  Offices  erefted 
by  the  Houfe,  and  therefore  prefTed  hard  to  have  all  fuch 
Excluded,  and  they  Succeeded  even  againft  their  own 
Expe6lacion.  Meet  Shame  hindred  thofe  who  were  other- 
wife  difpofed  from  contending  openly  for  private  Inte- 
reft,  in  the  midft  of  fuch  high  Pretences  for  the  Publick. 
Yet  it  is  well  known  who  were  the  Members  defign'd  for 
this  CommifTion,  as  well  as  for  that  of  the  Irijh  Forfei- 
tures. When  the  Report  was  made  of  the  Names  upon 
whom  the  Majority  fell,  for  being  the  CommifHoners  for 
taking  thofe  Accounts,  it  may  be  Modeflly  faid  it  Occa- 
fion'd  no  little  Surprize.  I  fliall  take  particular  notice  on- 
ly of  one  of  them,  S /  J s  Efq;  a  Perfon  general- 
ly known  fince  the  Death  of  Edmund,  Bury-Godfrey.  He 
may  be  a  good  Accountant,  and  perhaps  a  good  WillU^ 
mite ;  but  I  am  apt  to  think  he  will  not  believe  it  a  Difho- 
nour  to  him,  to  have  it  faid  that  fince  the  Revolution, 
there  has  been  no  Alarum  of  an  Invafion,  Infurre£lion 
or  Confpiracy,  whereupon  he  was  not  Seiz'd  and  Im- 
prifoned,  unlefs  he  faved  himfclf  by  Abfconding  till  the 
Storm  was  over.  Thofe  Sufferings  certainly  could  not 
be  the  meritorious  Caufc  of  his  Preferment.  But  it  may  be 

B  2  re- 


remembred  that  It  was  Fafhionable  at  that  time  to  main- 
tain that  there  was  not  a  Jacobite  in  England. 

But  to  proceed,  before  the  Meeting  of  the  Parliament 
laft  Winter,  the  five  New  Commiflioners  had  made  a 
good  Progrefs  in  Stating  the  Debt  of  the  Army.  They 
had  alfo  performed  one  thing  which  was  not  done  before ; 
The  making  a  State  of  the  whole  Expence  of  the  late 
War,  am.ounting  to  41  Milions;  in  this  they  had  fuifi- 
ciently  expos'd  one  of  the  Com.mifTioners,  named  in  that 
part  of  the  Bill  which  was  difagreed  to  the  Lords,  Dr. 
Davenam^  who  had  before  in  Print  pretended  that  upon 
a  nice  Calculation,  the  Expence  amounted  to  upwards 
of  60  Millions.  A  miftake  of  1 9  Millions  is  no  fmall  one, 
if  Men  are  fo  Charitable  to  call  it  a  Miftake.  But  whe- 
ther this  was  his  Ignorance,  or  his  ill  Meaning,  either 
of  them,  was  a  good  Ground  for  the  Lords  not  to  agree 
to  fuch  a  Man's  being  Intrufted  as  a  Commiflioner  to 
take  this  Account  again.  The  Bafinefs  of  this  Commif- 
fion  for  Stating  the  Debts  of  the  Army,  &c.  not  being 
perfeded,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  laft  Seflions 
thought  the  continuance  of  the  Commiffion  requifite. 
Accordingly  in  March  a  Bill  to  the  fame  efFe£l  was  ordered 
to  be  brought  in,  it  was  Committed  m  JprU,  and  went 
through  the  Committee,  and  this  ufeful  Bill  in  all  proba- 
bility had  pafTed  both  Houfes  without  a  Negative,  or  the 
leaft  Hefitation,  but  that  was  not  the  thing  intended. 
The  Junclurc  was  very  Critical,  fome  Difpntes  had  hap^ 
ned  between  the  tw^o  Houfes,  upon  account  of  delays  in 
Profecutingfeverallmpeachm.ents  then  depending;  The 
Vindicating  of  Delays  in  the  Courfe  of  Juftice  was 
thought  no  plaufible  or  popular  Occafion  for  a  Quarrel, 
if  it  ftood  alone,  and  therefore  other  things  were  to  be 
found  out,  and  the  few  ill  Intenfioned  Men  who  took  Ad- 
vantage of  the  Credulity  of  others,  thought  that  nothing 
would  appear  to  put  the  Lords  more  in  thev/ronu,  in  the 
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Opinion  of  the  People,  than  if  away  could  be  found  out 
to  lay  the  lofs  of  a  Bill  of  Accounts  upon  chem ;  nor  no- 
thing was  fo  likely  to  pafs  upon  die  Houfe  of  Conimons, 
as  the  propofing  fuch  Alterations  of  the  Bill  as  might 
feem  to  make  it  more  General  and  Eflfeftual.    To  bring 
this  to  pafs,  at  the  latter  end  of  June,  juft  upon  the  Clofe 
of  the  SefTions,  and  when  the  Bill  which  had  paiTed  the 
Year  before  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  Committee,  it  was 
propofed  to  add,  as  an  Amendment,  the  entire  old  Bill 
of  Accounts.    They  knew  it  would  be  necelTary  there 
fhould  be  a  new  Sett  of  Commiflioners,   and  were  fure 
fuch  Men  might  be  named  as  would  not  be  Agreed  to  in 
another  place.     And  left  a  Dillike  of  Commiflioners 
fhould  not  be  enough  to  make  the  Bill  too  hard  of  Dige- 
ftion  for  the  Lords  to  pafs  without  Amendments  ,  other 
Claufes  of  a  very  extraordinary  Nature  were  added.     To 
Demonftrate  that  the  Ingrafting  the  general  Bill  of  Ac- 
counts into  the  other  Bill,  was  but  a  new  Thought,  taken 
upon  the   fuddain  for  fome  purpofe  or  other,  there  needs 
only  the  reading  of  the  Claufe  of  Appropriation  in  the  Ad 
for  laying  Duties  on  Low  Wines,  &c.  (which  pafled  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  i6th.  of  y^'*?^,  whereas  the 
Bill  of  Accounts  was  not  pafled  till  the  1 8th.)  By  that 
Claufe  Provifion  is  made  for  the  incidentCharges  inExecu- 
ting  the  Truft  of  the  five  Commiflioners  for  Taking  the 
Accounts  of  the  Army,  Tranfport  Debts  and  Prizes, 
but  not  the  leafl:  Care  taken  for  the  Bxpences  or  incident 
Charges  of  the  other  general  Commiffion,  which  mull 
have  amounted  to  great  Summs,   and  (if  it  had  really 
been  intended  that  fuch  a  Commiflion  fhould  have  palled) 
was  certainly  highly  necefl'ary  to  be  Provided  for,  in  a 
Cafe  where  the  Conimiffioners  were  to  have  nothing  for 
their  Pains.. 
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The  Bill  was  brought  to  the  Lords  on  the  1 8th  day  of 
'Jtme.  They  have  undoubtedly  a  Right  to  deliberate  upon 
a  Bill  fent  up  to  them,  and  upon  every  part  of  it.  If  the 
Commons  name  Commiflioners  in  a  Bill,  the  Lords  may 
confider  the  Men  as  well  as  their  Bufinefs. 

Suppofe  then  that  one  was  known  to  have  no  Eftate  to 
fubfiA  on,  and  therefore  could  not  afford  to  ferve  for  No- 
thing. Another  to  be  too  fond  of  his  Practice,  to  Sacri- 
fice it  all  to  the  Publick,  without  a  Profpecl  of  Advantage. 
Another  to  have  too  much  value  for  his  Wit,  to  venture 
the  dulling  the  Edge  of  it  upon  hard  and  crabbed  Ac- 
counts. Suppofe  that  fome  Lords  knew  the  ftory  of  a  cer- 
tain Gentleman's  getting,  by  great  Sollicitation,  a  pre- 
tended fecurity  of  loooo/.  from  his  Friend,  when  there 
were  not  fix  Pence  due  to  him,  nor  he  worth  i  oo  /.  in  the 
World  ;  in  order  by  that  deceit  to  procure  himfelf  a  Wife. 
Suppofe  that  other  Lords  might  think  it  ominous  to  fee  a 
New  Bill  of  Accounts,  with  a  certain  Gentleman's  Name 
in  it,  and  prefently  apprehend  another  Affaffinating  Year; 
and  Remember  who  reflifed  to  A61  in  the  former  Com- 
miffion  afterCW«of)^'sConfpiracy  was  difcovered,and  fub- 
fcribing  the  AfTociation  made  necefTary  to  qualify  him  for 
Ailing.  Suppofe  it  to  be  known,  that  none  of  thefe  Com- 
miffioners  were  eminent  for  skill  in  Accounts;  might  not 
thefe  or  other  better  Reafons  move  the  Lords  to  diflike  the 
Bill  for  the  fake  of  theCommiffioners? 

Had  there  been  no  other  Reafon  for  the  Lords  to  Ob- 
je£l  to  the  Commiffioners,  than  that  they  were  known  to 
have  been  principally  concern'din  the  drawing  of  all  thofe 
Meffages  of  that  SefTion,  wherein  the  Lords  were  ufed  in 
a  more  difrefpe£lful  manner  than  ever  had  been  Praftifed 
in  any  Age ;  Yet  that  alone  might  have  juftified  them  to 
the  World,  for  not  agreeing  to  fuch  Commiffioners. 

But  tho'  the  Perfons  had  been  every  way  qualified,  yet 
the  Lords  had  reafon  to  be  jealous  of  agreeing  to  a  Bill  by 
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Wholefale,  where  fo  many  diftin£l  A£ls  were  fo  grofly 
tacked  together ;  a  way  ofimpofing  upon  the  Peers,which 
has  grown  fo  faft  of  Jate,  and  is  fo  evidently  deftruclive 
of  the  conflitution,  as  lo  make  it  necelfary  for  the  Lords 
to  lofe  no  time  in  putting  a  ftop  to  it. 

Befides  all  this,  the  thing  carried  a  manifeft  ground  of 
fufpicion  in  the  Face  of  it.  So  great  a  Trufl:  to  be  lodg'd  in 
Perfons  that  offered  themfelves,  rather  than  were  chofen. 
Men  are  fufpicious  of  one  another,  even  to  an  unreafona- 
ble  degree ;  but  there  was  farely  a  Fair  and  Natural  oc- 
cafion  given  to  weigh  well  w  hat  Inducement  could  be 
Ifrong  enough,  in  this  ungrateful  Age,  to  prevail  with 
any  Body  fo  frankly  to  undertake  a  tedious,  unthankful, 
dangerous  Bufinefs,  without  any  profpecl  of  Intereft ;  and 
to  fearch  very  inwardly  into  the  Men,  before  coming  to 
an  Agreement  to  give  them  fuch  large  Powers,  and  to 
trull  them  in  an  Afmir  of  fuch  Confequence. 

There  was  another  thing  of  great  Weight  to  be  con- 
fidered  by  Perfons  of  Honour  and  Integrity,  before 
they  could  give  their  confent  to  this  part  of  the  Bill.  It 
had  paiTed  in  the  fame  Words  into  a  Law  feveral  times, 
without  producing  the  leaft  Good  to  the  Nation.  It  was 
therefore  plain,  either  thai:  it  was  an  ufelefs  and  infignifi- 
cant  Law,  or  elfe  the  former  Commiflioners  had  all 
fliamefully  fail'd  in  their  Duty.  Men  of  Candour  would 
be  unwilling  to  believe  the  latter,  and  therefore  would  ra- 
ther impute  it  to  the  DefeO:s  of  the  A8:.  But  whtther  the 
DefeQ:  was  in  the  A£l  or  the  CommifTioners,  it  was  cer- 
tain fomewhat  was  wanting,  and  it  was  fit  the  Nation 
fhould  be  no  longer  deluded  with  the  Name  and  the  Pre- 
tence of  a  Commijjton  of  Accounts, 

All  wife  and  honefl  Men  muft  be  Opinion,  that  for 
the  Satisfaction  of  the  Nation,  and  for  the  Vindication 
of  thofe  thro'  whofc  Hands  the  Publick  Money  has  paf- 
fed,  in  cafe  they  had  behaved  themfelves  well,  or  for  bring- 
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ing  them  to  Juftice,  if  they  have  fail'd  in  their  Duty,  the 
PubUck  Accounts  ought  to  be  Examined  and  Stated,  and 
in  order  to  it,  that  it  was  reafonable  to  have  an  efleftual 
Law  made.  The  former  Law,  tho'  fix  feveral  times  En- 
acted had  produced  no  good  effe£l,  and  therefore  fome- 
thing  more  was  to  be  done ;  it  deferv'd  to  be  throughly 
confidered,  whether  this  fhould  be  by  making  the  Ad 
more  compulfary  on  the  Commiflioners,  by  preSribing  to 
them  a  Method,  and  requiring  them  to  purfue  their  pro- 
per Bufinefs  in  the  Order  the  Ad  fhould  direft ;  that  fo 
they  might  no  mxOrebe  left  at  large  to  do  every  thing  but 
what  they  were  charged  with,  nor  have  the  opportuni- 
ty of  fhewing  Partiality  in  Preferring  and  Poftponing ;  in 
driving  on  fome  Men  unreafonably,  and  fuffering  others 
to  live  at  eafe,  and  Aft  as  they  pleafed :  In  a  word,  that 
they  might  be  no  longer  left  fo  at  liberty,  as  to  do  nothing 
to  Anfwer  the  true  Ends  of  a  CommilTion  of  Accounts, 
which  was,  that  the  [Kingdom  might  fee  how  the  great 
Summs  given  for  the  War,  had  been  difpofed  off.  It  is 
certainly  difficult  to  Frame  a  Law  to  Anfwer  fully  thofe 
Ends,and  it  was  inexcufable  to  Abufe  People  with  the  fame 
jnfignificant  Law  again,  after  fo  many  difappointments. 
Since  therefore  at  the  end  of  a  Seffion,  it  was  not  pciTible 
to  Frame  and  Settle  a  Bill,  with  fo  much  confideration  as 
the  Nature  of  the  thing  required,  and  the  Kingdom  ex- 
pelled; it  feemed  to  be  honourably  done  by  the  Lords, 
rather  to  deal  openly,  and  for  theprefentto  lay  it  wholly 
afide.  Accordingly  the  Lords  left  out  all  thau  part  of  the 
Bill,  and  this  was  the  firft  and  principal  Amendment 
which  the  Houfe  made. 

The  fecond  Amendment  was  the  laying  afide  a  Claufe 
which  obliged  Mr.  Farkhufi  and  Mr.  Pafea!/^  two  of  the 
CommliTioners  of Prizes,before  the  i  fi:  ofSept.  1 701  .to  make 
up  and  deliver  upon  Oath  an  Account  of  all  the  Prizes 
taken  during  the  War,  in  the  Method  and  Form  which 
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fhould  be  prefcribed  to  them  by  the  five  CommliTioners 
of  Accounts  ;  and  in  Default  thereof,  upon  a  Certificate 
of  any  three  of  thofe  Commiffioners,  the  Chief  Juftice 
of  the  Kjng^s  Bench  was  required  to  tommitt  them  to 
theTower,to  remain  inCuffody  without  Bail  or  Main  prife 
until  the  end  of  the  next  Seffionof  Parliament. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve  how  little  this  Bill  as 
it  came  to  the  Lords  was  Confiltent  with  it  felf.  Bv  the 
General  Reviving  of  thefeveral  A6^s  for  taking  the  Pub- 
lick  Accounts,  the  Account  of  all  Prizes  was  put  under 
the  Pcw€r,  and  made  part  of  the  Duty,  of  the  feven 
General  Commiffioners  therein  named,  and  yet  by  the 
fame  Bill  the  Account  of  all  Prizes  was  exprefly  put  un- 
der the  Care  of  the  five  Commiffioners  for  Stating  the 
Debt  of  the  Army,  and  by  this  Claufc  thefe  lalt  had  an 
Arbitrary  Authority  of  prefcribing  Method  and  Time. 
So  the  Lords  were  to  agree  to  a  Law,  whereby  the  fame 
Ferfons  are  made  Accountable  for  the  fame  Matters,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  two  diflinft  Commiflions.  This  is  a 
Convincing  Evidence  that  the  Bill,  as  it  flood,  had  not 
been  confidered  much  in  one  Place,  nor  was  fit  to  be 
agreed  to  in  the  other. 

Mr.  PafcAll  was  heard  by  his  Council  at  the  Bar  of 
the  Houle  of  Lords,  and  produced  WitnefTes  to  prove 
that  Mr.  PArkhurJl  and  he  had  endeavour'd,  but  had 
been  denied  to  be  heard  in  another  Place,  what  they  had 
to  fay  again  ft  the  Claufe.  Their  Counfel  offered  in  their 
behalf  divers  things,  to  fliew  that  it  was  Impra£licablc 
for  them  to  make  up  an  Account  according  to  a  Scheme 
which  the  five  Commiffioners  had  before  that  time  pre- 
fcribed to  them,  and  their  failing  in  that  feemM  to  have 
been  the  Occaflon  of  this  fevere  Claufe-  AfToon  as  that 
appeared  no  wonder  it  touch'd  the  Lords,  and  made  them 
tearful  of  SubjeQingthcPerfonsof  Ertgltflj  Men  abfolutc- 
ly,  without  being  heard,  to  fo  long  an  Imprifonmcnt,  if 
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they  fhould  not  be  able  to  comply  with  a  Method  of 
Accounting  which  did  not  at  that  time  appear,  and  la 
no  Man  could  be  fure  whether  it  could  bePratlicableor 
not,  efpecially  wken  it  was  to  come  from  the  fame  Per- 
fons  who  had  infilled  upon  a  Scheme  impoffible  to  be 
comply'd  with  ;  and  yet  thefe  very  Men  were  made  the 
final  Judges  of  the  Matter  :  for  their  Certificate  was  to 
be  Conclufivc  ;  the  Chief  Jufi:ice  he  was  to  Minifte- 
rial  only,  and  to  Committ  if  they  required. 

It  was  alfo  Infixed  upon  as  highly  unreafonable  to 
fingle  out  two  of  the  CommifHoners  of  Prizes,  and  to 
oblige  them  under  fo  heavy  a  Penalty  to  make  up  the 
Accounts  of  the  whole  Office,  without  any  appearing 
Reafonwhy  they  fliould  be  fo  diftinguifhed,  when  there 
had  been  many  Commiffions  and  Commiffioners  of  Pri- 
zes before  one  of  thofe  Gentlemen  had  came  into  the 
Commiffion. 

That  which  gave  the  more  Weight  to  this  Argument, 
was  the  Obfervation  of  a  Remarkable  Variety  in  the 
Votes,   which   had  pafs'd  on  this  Occafion,    and  were 
Printed,  and  which  might  give  a  reafonable  Ground  to 
j.Honefi:  Men  to  confider  what  the  Meaning  could  be. 
*0n  the  firft  of  Maych  all  Perfons  who  had  been  Commif- 
^cmefs  of   Frtzes^  or  had  been  Officers  to  them^    were   Or- 
dered to  be  Aiding  and  Ajjifiing  to  Mr,  Parkhurft  and 
3fr.Pafcall,    in  making  up  of  the  Accounts  required  of 
them.     Upon  the  3d  oi  March  it  was  Ordered,  That  An 
'  Account  jbotild  be  Lifd  before  the  Houfe  of  all  Prizes  taken 
dliringthe  War,  and  how  the  fame  had  been  difpofed 
"  hj'the  reffeaive  Perfons  concerned  therein.     This  Vote  was 
lleinforc'd,  and  made  to  fpeakyet  more  plainly  by  an 
Order  of  the  2"ithof  March,  T  hv.t  Ez'ery  Perfon  anyway 
'  Coffcer'/ied  as  a  Cornmifjioner  or  Officer  in  the  Commifjion  of 
''iftHtb'P^outd  -joya  in  makings  up  the  Accounts  of  Frizes^ 
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during  the  refpe^live  Times  they  were  in  the  fald  Cotn- 
miflion,  according  to  the  Scheme  direded  by  the  Com* 
miifionefs  of  Accounts,  and  required  by  the  Houfe. 
And  yet,  after  all  thisfhewof  Equity  in  thefe  two  later 
Votes,  by  Subjecting  equally  all  Perfons  concern'd  to 
make  up  this  Account,  without  any  vifible  Caufe,  the 
old  Difplcafure  againft  thcfe  two  unfortunate  Gentlemen 
returned  again,  and  upon  the  Inftant  of  Pa  {Ting  the  Bill 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  Claufe  for  Obliging  them 
two  alone,  under  fo  heavy  a  Penalty  to  make  up  the  Ac- 
counts, was  made  part  of  it. 

It  cannot  be  pretended  but  this  muft  have  an  odd  Ap- 
pearance to  all  indifferent  Men,  who  were  not  lett  into 
the  Secret.  Altho'  Uich  as  had  a  mind  to  penetrate  into 
the  true  Caufes  of  thefe  great  Variations  in  the  Refolves 
might  recolleft,  that  it  was  convenient  to  cajoll  a  certain 
Perfon  who  had  been  of  the  Commiflion  of  Prizes  about 
the  beginning  of  March,  to  draw  him  to  a  Compliance; 
and  very  neceffary,  about  the  latter  end  of  March,  when 
he  proved  backward  in  complying,  to  terrifie  him  into 
Difcoveries,  and  proper  to  fpare  him  again  when  he  had 
anfwered  their  ExpeAations  in  laying  open  fome  Secrets. 
But  very  few  who  were  out  of  the  Intrigue  could  fatisfie 
themfelves  to  approve  of  fuch  Methods,  and  become 
Parties  to  them,  by  agreeing  to  fuch  a  Claufe. 

It  wasalfo  made  out  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
that  there  was  a  Treafurer  of  the  Prizes  appointed  by  the 
King  under  the  Great  Seal,  in  whofe  hands  all  the 
Prize-Money  was  lodged,  and  that  there  was  an  Ac- 
countant-General  appointed ,  whofe  Bufinefs  it  was  to 
keep  the  Accounts  of  the  Prizes,  neither  of  which  were 
of  the  Nomination  of  the  Commiflioners,  and  yet  were 
the  proper  Perfons  to  make  up  the  Accounts.  This  Con- 
lideration  might  move  the  Lords  to  think  it  more  Rea- 
fonable,   and  more  likely  to  prove  effedual  to  let  this 
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Account,  like  other  Accounts,  i^and  upon  the  General 
Words  of  the  BiU,  which  did  very  fully  Impower  the 
five  Commiflioners  to  take  the  Account  of  Prizes,  and 
require  all  Perfons  whatfoever  (who  were  by  Law  liable) 
to  make  up  that  Account,  rather  than  to  put  things  out 
of  the  natural  Courfe,  by  Agreeing  to  a  Claufe  which 
feemed  fo  very  hard  and  Impiafticable,  as  well  as  Un- 
jaeceffary. 

This  being  the  true  State  of  the  Cafe,  it  may  be  feen 
with  what  Juftice  it  could  be  affirmed.  That  by  the  Lords 
Diftgreewg  to  that  CUufe^  thefe  two  Perfons  were  Exempted 
from  Accounting  ;  when  the  truth  was,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Rejefting  of  this  Claufe,  they  did  not  only  ftand 
liable  to  Account  according  to  the  ordinary  Rules  of 
other  Accountants,  but  continued  obliged,  by  that  part 
of  the  Bill,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Lords,  to  Ac- 
count before  the  five  Commiflioners,  according  to  the  fpe- 
cial  Direftions  of  that  Bill,  which  was  in  Terms  the  fame 
as  had  palled  the  Year  before. 

The  third  Amendment  made  by  the  Lords  was  by 
leaving  out  a  Claufe  concerning  Mr.  Whitacre  who  had 
been  Sollicitor  for  the  Admiralty  and  Navy,  whereby 
the  feven  Commiffioners  were  Impowered  to  Examine 
into  his  Accounts,  and  the  Nature  of  his  Services,  and 
Vouchers,  and  Method  of  paffing  his  Accounts,  and 
Report  what  they  thought  Extravagant  and  Unreafon- 
able.. 

It  would  be  enough  to  fhew  the  Lords  were  under  a 
Neceffity  of  Difagreeing  to  this  Claufe,  whereby  the 
Examination  of  this  Matter  was  appointed  for  the  feven 
Comminioncj-s,  becaufe  they  had  Difagreed  to  the  Con- 
llituting  thofe  Commiflioners,  and  fo  that  Claufe  muft 
fall  of  Courfe.  But  the  beft  way  is  tofpeak  to  the  thing 
it  felf  as  it  truly  pafled,  becaufe  nothing  has  been  more 
endeavoured  to  be  raifreprefented,  than  the  leaving  out 
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of  this  Claufe  ,  It  having  been  faid,  That  fo  Scandalous 
Accounts  were  never  feen.  It  is  to  be  hoped  there  may- 
be a  Miftake  in  the  harfh  Reprefentations  of  thofe  Ac- 
counts; becaufe  if  they  fhould  be  indeed  fo  Extravagant 
and  Unreafonable,  it  ought  certainly  to  fall  heavy  on 
the  Perfons  who  paiTed  them. 

But  be  the  Accounts  fair,  or  not,  it  mufl:  be  owned, 
That  the  Lords  rejedled  the  Claufe,  without  the  leaft  re;- 
gard  either  to  Whitacre  or  his  Accounts.  The  Confide- 
ration  upon  which  it  was  rejefted,  was  meerly  to  avoid  a 
moft  dangerous  Precedent,  which  in  con fequence  would 
have  broke  the  Credit  of  the  Navy,  much  more  than 
was  obferved  at  firft  view.  For  by  introducing  fuch  a 
Method  of  Re-examining  Matters,  which  had  pafs'd  in 
the  ufual  Forms,  the  Eftate  of  every  Merchant  in  Eng- 
land^ who  had  dealt  with  the  Navy,  might  have  been 
fubie£led  to  the  Procefs  of  the  Exchequer,  and  their  Bar- 
gains and  Accounts  to  a  Re-examination. 

It  appeared,  That  Money  was  from  time  to  time  Im- 
prefted  to  Whitacre^  to  be  laid  out  for  the  Service  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  his  Account  for  thofe  Services  had  been 
Examined  in  the  ufual  Manner,  and  allowed  by  the  Na- 
vy-Board, and  his  Imprefl  Bills  taken  up,  and  he  difchar- 
ged  according  to  the  Method  of  Accounting  in  the  Na- 
vy, and  this  for  Ten  Years  together.  If  after  all  this,  it 
fhould  be  admitted  that  thcfe  Matters  might  be  drawn 
over  again,  and  the  Nature  of  his  Services  again  inqui- 
red into,  and  his  Vouchers  Re-examined ;  by  the  fame 
Rule,  any  Dealer  or  Contrafter  with  the  Navy,  who 
had  performed  his  Contract,  and  taken  up  his  Imprcft 
Bills,  and  had  perfeft  Bills  made  out  for  his  Difcharge, 
upon  a  bare  Sugccftion,  might  have  his  whole  Account, 
and  all  the  Tranfa6lions  upon  his  Contra £1  laid  open  again, 
under  pretence  that  there  wasfome  Deceit  upon  the  King 
in  his  Contra6\,  orfomc  Abufe  in  the  Performance  of  it. 

It 
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It  is  eafie  to  forelee  how  great  an  Alarum  this  would  have 
given  to  all  the  Merchants  of  EngUnd,  where  they,  or 
any  of  their  Families  had  been  engaged  in  fuch  Con- 
tra61:s. 

And  no  wonder  if  the  Lords  were  cautious  in  pafling 
fo  extraordinary  and  dangerous  a  Claufe,  unlefs  fome 
very  particular  Occafion  had  been  made  out  by  proof; 
efpecially  at  a  time,  when  moft  of  the  Lords  thought  a 
War  might  not  be  very  remote  ;  and  confequently  a 
Breach  upon  the  Credit  of  the  Navy,  might  prove  fatal. 
And  even,  if  it  had  been  prov'd,  that  Whitacre  was  very 
faulty  ;  yet  it  might  be  a  great  Queftion,  Whether  it 
were  not  better  for  the  Publick,  that  they  who  pa{re4 
his  Accounts,  without  juft  Vouchers,  fhould  be  made 
anfwerable  to  the  Nation,  than  thatfo  pernicious  a  Pre- 
cedent for  the  Dilturbance  of  the  Subjeft,  fliould  be  a- 
greed  to. 

Thefe  were  the  parts  of  the  Bill  fent  up  from  the  Com- 
mons, which  were  difagreed  to  by  the  Lords.  All  that 
part  of  the  Bill  which  related  to  the  CommifTioners  for 
Stating  the  Debts  of  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Tranfport- 
Ships,  (which  was  indeed  the  whole  Ad  that  palTed  the 
precedent  Year)  was  pafs'd  without  Alteration.  There- 
fore if  any  Publick  or  Private  Inconvenience  fhould  arife, 
bythe  not  continuing  of  that  Law,  the  blame  will  in  no 
fort  fall  upon  the  Lords,  who  pafsM  it  as  it  came  to  them, 
and  returned  the  Bill  to  the  Commons  with  all  poflible  ex- 
pedition. It  was  fent  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  on  the  i8th, 
und  ordered  to  be  returned  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on 
the  2^dof  y^/^f. 

If  the  Houfe  of  Commons  remain'd  unfatisfy'd  with 
any  of  the  Lords  Amendments,  the  known,  and  only 
Parliamentary  Method  to  fet  fuch  a  Matter  right,  was 
by  defiring  a  Conference;  at  which  they  might  offer 
their  Reafons  to  the  Lords,  for  difagreeing  to  their  A- 
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inendments,  In  order  to  convince  theiri  of  the  Reafona- 
blenefs  ofquittinjr  them.     To  leave  this  Method,  is  to 
dechne    all    Parliamentary  Correfpondcace  ;    for    the 
Two  Houfes,  after  any  difference  in  Opinion,  can  ne- 
ver be   brought  to  be  of  a  Mind,  ('tho'  both  fhould 
be  dehrous  to  agree)   unlefs  by  Conferences.     It  can- 
not be  denied,  but  the  Commons  liad  time  enough  to 
have  dehvered  their  Reafons  to  the  Lords,to  inchne  them 
to  wave  their  Amendments,  if  they  had  been  pleafed  to 
take  that  Natural  Courfe.    But  inftead  of  defiring  a 
Conference,  and  offering  their  Reafons  there,  .a  Vote, 
without  a  Precedent,  was  made,  to  Print  their  Reafons, 
which  was  offering  them  to  the  People,  inilead  of  offer- 
ing them  to  the  Lords.     Well-meaning  Men  may  be  puz- 
led  to  think  what  Conftrudion  ought  to  be  put  on  this 
Proceeding.     The  Reafons  when  Printed,  might  have 
an  effed  on  People  without  Doors,  but  could  not  poflibly 
have  any  effe£l  towards  paffing  the  Bill.     Suppofe  them 
to  be  ftrong  enough  to  fatisfie  every  Individual  Lord, 
that  he  ought  to  wave  the  Amendments  ;  yet  for  want  of 
their  being  proposed  at  a  Conference,  the  Lords  could 
not,  by  the  Methods  of  Parliament,  defift  from  the  A- 
mendments.     If  it  fhould  be  faid,  That  fome  Men  had 
lefs  regard  to  the  pafling  the  Bill,  than  to  get  a  point  of 
Popularity  at  that  time  ;  it  would  not  be  eafie  to  give  a 
folid  Anfwer  to  fuch  a  Refledion.     Thefe  Reafons  were 
printed  amongft  the  Votes  of  the  Day,  and  reprinted  in 
the  Pamphlet  before  mentioned  ;  and  every  one  is  at  li- 
berty to  make  his  own  Judgment  of  them,  as  he  finds 
himfelf  difpofcd  ;  as  alfo,  whether  any  thing  obferved 
in  this  Paper,  has  any  weight.     But  I  cannot  forbear  to 
remark,  that  one  of  thofc  Votes  feemed  to  Men  with- 
out Doors,  to  contain  a  dircdl  Millakc  in  point  of  Fa£f. 
Thiit  h)  reafon  of  their  Lordjjjips  difAgrccing   to  the  feveral 
parts  of  this  Biiij  the  Supplies  provided  by  the  Commons ^  for 

paytng 


(  H  ) 

fdjiftg  the  Jrrears  due  to  the  Jrmjy  muH  of  necejjity  prove  to 
be  inefftSiual^  ''till  another  Sejjion, 

Every  Body,  who  has  taken  notice  of  it,  fays,  It  could 
not  polfibly  be  for  that  Reafon. 

Firft,  Becaufe  the  Lords  agreed  to  every  Word  in  the 
Bill,  relating  to  the  taking  the  Accounts  of  the  Army; 
and  therefore  the  earlier  or  later  Application  of  the  Sup- 
plies to  the  Ufes  intended,  cou'd  be  in  no  fort  influenced 
by  their  difagreeing  to  the  other  parts  of  it. 

Secondly,  The  Commons,  in  Favour,  or  perhaps  in 
Compaflion,  to  the  Forfeiting  Perfons,  had  thought  fit 
to  Infert  a  Claufc  into  the  Bill  for  the  Land-Tax,  vi^hich 
they  had  pafs'd  before.  That  none  of  the  forfeited.  Lands  in 
Ireland,  fhould  he  Exposed  to  Sale^  ^till  after  the  2  fyth  of  De- 
cember, 1 701.  This  Claufe  alone  had  made  the  Sup- 
plies, as  to  the  purpofe  of  paying  any  Arrears  to  the  Ar- 
my before  another  Seflion,  ineffedual.  But  fo  little  was 
it  really  intended  to  have  any  Arrears  paid  before  ano- 
ther Seflion  of  Parliament,  that  by  a  Claufe  Inferted  into 
the  Bill  of  Low- Wines,  it  was  Ena£led,  That  none  of  the 
hands  ofthofe  that  Petitioned  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  jijould 
be  fold  ^till  after  the  next  Sefjton  of  Parliament,  How  could 
it  then  be  aflirm'd.  That  the  Lords  Amendments  were 
anoccafion  that  the  Lands  were  not  difpofed  of  for  pay- 
ing the  Soldiers  Arrears,  before  the  next  Seflion ;  when 
by  a  Bill  pafs'd  the  Commons,  before  thefe  Amendments 
were  made,  no  Lands  could  be  difpofed  of,  'till  the 
ChriJImas  following,  (by  which  time  another  Seflion 
might  be  expe£led)  and  by  another  Bill,  the  bare  exhi- 
biting a  Petition  to  the  Commons,  without  any  Exami- 
nation of  the  Truth,  or  Reafon  of  the  Matters  contained 
in  the  Petition,  was  made  a  fuflicient  Ground  to  fecure 
the  Eftates  of  fo  many  Jrijb  Papifts,  from  being  difpos'd 
of,  'till  after  they  faw  the  Event  of  another  Seflion  ? 
fay,  without  Examination  of  the  Truth,  6^c,  becaufe  a 
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bare  A(!irmatIon  to  the  Common's,  or  to  any  Perfons' 
appointed  by  them,  can't  be  look'd  on  as  an  Examinati- 
on into  the  Truth. 

Had  it  not  been  for  thefc  two  Clanfcs  in  two  al'ove- 
mentioned  A6ls,  the  Lands  were  to  have  been  fold  the 
24th  of  \july^  1701  ;  and  fomc  of  the  Regiments,  who 
were  moft  forward  in  their  Accounts,  might  have  had 
ReHef  immediately,  but  thereby  they  were  all  pollpon'd 
till  Chrip72as^  and  moll  of  them  for  a.  much  longer 
time  :  For  I  know  of  no  provifion  made  for  tlit;  Payment 
of  thofe  Arrears,  but  the  Sale  of  thofe  Lands. 

May  it  not  be  allow'd  to  remark,  That  amongft  all  the 
Obfervations  fent  over  by  the  Commitlioners  of  the  Iriflr 
Forfeitures,  in  order  to  have  the  Explanation  of  the 
Parliament,  there  was  no  Notice  taken,  or  any  Expla- 
nation given  of  any  of  the  Points,  which  might  have  aug- 
mented the  Forfeitures.  On  the  other  hand,  by  thcle 
two  Claufes,  further  Relief  and  Time  was  given  to  the 
Forfeiting  Pafifts^  for  entring  their  Claims,  and  poftpo- 
ning  the  Difpofal  of  their  Lands  to  anfwer  the  Ends  of 
the  Aa. 

It  may  be  truly  faid,  That  they  were  not  at  that  time 
without  hopes  (tho*  polRbly  very  vain)  of  what  a  Year 
or  two  might  produce. 

It  may  be  naturally  enough  obje£led,  That  the  two 
Claufes  in  thefe  Afts,  are  of  a  ftrange  Nature ;  and  fince 
they  feem  to  caft  a  Blemifli  on  thofe  who  pafTed  them, 
the  Lords  can  hardly  form  a  good  Excufe  for  themfelves 
from  thence. 

The  Anfwer  to  this  is  plain :  It  is  certain  fuch  Claufes 
never  would  have  pafs'd  the  Lords,  if  they  had  not 
brought  their  Charm  along  with  them  ;  that  is,  if  they 
had  not  been  tack'd  to  Money-Bills.  Let  any  Indifferent 
Man  read  that  Claufe  in  the  Land-Tax,  fol.  ^47.  and 
more  efyecially  the  Claufe  498,  &c,  in  the  A61  for  Low- 
Wines,  and  let  them  >udge  it  thofe  Claufes  would  have 
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been  agreed  to/ifthey  had  not  been  Inferred  In  Bills  fo  ver^' 
necelTary  and  pre  (Ting.  Tnne  muft  fhew  how  long  this 
Charm  is  to  lail: ;  but  if  it  be  not  foon  at  an  end,  with- 
out any  Gift  in  foretelling,  it  will  not  be  hard  to  fay, 
what  Body  of  Men  muft  quickly  become  ufelefs. 

There  never  was  a  better  opportunity^  than  at  the  End 
of  the  laft  Seffion,  to  make  the  Lords  fwallow  fuch  Bills 
as  thefe.  There  was  a  fenfe  fomewhere,  that  the  fteady 
Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  doing  Juftice  im- 
partially, had  given  them  a  deferved  Reputation;  and 
therefore  it  was  thought  of  no  little  Moment  to  provoke 
them  to  things  feemingly  unpopular,  or  what  might  have 
the  appearance  of  obftru8:ing  the  Publick  Intereft.  If 
their  making  fome  Amendments  to  the  Bill  of  Accounts, 
(which  if  duly  weighed,  were  of  no  Importance  to  the 
Publick,  and  could  not  in  Juftice  or  Honour  be  agreed 
to)  has  produced  fuch  a  Libel,  as  the  Pamphlet  above- 
mentioned,  What  Volumes  of  Venomous  Reflexions, 
might  the  fame  Author  have  entertain'd  the  World 
with,  if  the  Lords  had  made  the  proper  Amendments, 
by  leaving  out  the  Claufe  in  the  former  of  thefe  two 
Bills,  which  gave  the  Supplies  of  the  Year,  or  in  the  la- 
ter, which  contained  the  Approbation  of  all  thofe  Sup- 
plies? This  was  underftood,  and  thefe  hard  Claufes  a- 
bounded  in  more  Bills  than  that  for  taking  the  Ac- 
counts. 

It  is  jufl:  to  remark,  how  fincere  a  Defire  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  had,  that  the  Oflicers  and  Soldiers  fhould,  as  far 
as  was  poffible,  have  all  the  Advantages  intended  them 
by  this  Bill ;  for  on  the  lafl:  Day  of  the  Seffion,  afToon  as 
it  was  underftood  that  the  Commons,  inftead  of  defiring 
a  Conference  upon  their  Reafons,  had  ordered  their  Rea- 
fcns  to  be  Printed,  (fo  that  it  was  plain,  there  was  no  pof- 
fibility  of  having  the  Bill  pafs,  either  with  or  without  the 
Amendments.)  It  v. as  moved,  That  an  Addrefs  fhould 
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"be  made  to  the  King,  to  Impower  the  fame  five  Com. 
miffioners,  named  in  the  Bill,  to  execute,  as  far  as  by 
Law  miglit  be  done,  the  Powers  in  the  former  A61  for 
taking  and  ftating  the  Accounts  of  the  Officers  and  Soldi- 
ers; and  it  was  carried  by  a  great  Majority.    But  there 
was  a  Management  to  make  this  good  Defign  abortive, 
by  fome  who  pretended  to  have  a  Concern  for  the  Soldi- 
ers.    So  much  time  was  fpent  in  the  Debate,  that  His 
Majefl-y  came,  (before  the  Votes  were  reported)  to  the 
Houfe.     But  it  may  be  affirmed  with  AlTurance,  That 
fmce  the  before-mentioned  Claufes  in  the  two  other  AQ:s, 
had  made  any  Difpofition  of  Lands  impracticable,  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers,  by  fuch  a  Commiffion,  would  have 
had  all  the  real  Advantage  they  could  have  expedled 
from  the  Bill,  if  it  had  paOTed  before  another  Seffion. 

The  Memorandum,  added  in  the  clofe  of  the  Pam- 
phlet, muft  not  be  palled  by  unobferved.  It  is  Printed 
in  a  different  Charafter,  to  have  it  taken  Notice  of. 
That  fome  great  Lords,  thu  prefent  14^/7  o/"  June,  ijoi.re^ 
main  Jcc-ountable  to  the  Kjng  and  Commons  of  England,y^r 
many  Millions  of  Publtck  Monies  by  them  received^  during  the 
late  PVar, 

I  will  not  refle£l  on  the  manner  of  wording  this  Memo- 
randumy  as  if  they  were  not  accountable  to  the  Lords,  as 
well  as  to  the  Commons;  fince  every  Bill  of  Accounts 
which  has  pafs'd  before  or  fince  the  Revolution,  confutes 
fo  abfurd  a  Notion.    But  what  I  would  remark,  is  the 
Malice  of  the  Infinuation  ;  as  if  there  had  been  a  partia- 
lity in  the  Houfe  of  Lords;  and  they  had  a  defign  to  fa- 
vour any  of  their  own  Body  in  the  point  of  Accounting: 
It  is  not  only  an  unjuft,  but  a  groundlefs  Suggeftion.  For 
as  far  as  I  have  heard,  there  is  only  one  Peer,  who  is  ac- 
luntable  for  any  Money  given  for  the  Ufes  of  the  War ; 
d  I  am  well  allured,  all  that  Lord's  Accounts  have  been 
^fv^re  the  proper  Officers  to  be  Examined,  and  are  all  de- 
livered 
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HvercJ  in  to  the  i^^iditors  of  the  Impreils ;  and  I  am  cer- 
tainly informed^  all  the  ^^''ificers  concern'd,  muft  and  will 
own,  That  never  anv  Accents  have  been  followed  and 
prefs'd  on  with  greater  diligence,  in  order  '-o  bring  them 
to  a  conclufion. 

By  what  has  been  offer'd,  it  appears  very  unjuft  to  take 
occaiion  to  refled  upon  the  Lords,  who  Voted  for  tFie 
Amendments  to  the  Bill ;  as  if  they  were  not  earneftly  de- 
firous  to  fee  a  good  and  effeftual  Bill  of  Accounts  pafs'd.. 
The  contrary  of  that  will  certainly  nppear,  whenever 
there  is  an  opportunity  of  pafling  fuch  a  Bill. 

The  true  Reafon  why  thefe  Lords  were  for  laying  a- 
fide  that  part  of  the  laft  Bill,  which  related  to  the  Ge- 
neral Accounts,  was  becaufe  they  were  convinc'd  by 
Experience,  it  would  be  wholly  ineffedual  to  anfwer  that 
Defign. 

It  may  be  alfo  juftly  faid.  There  were  weighty  Rea- 
Ibns  for  the  Lords  declining  to  agree  to  other  Claufes 
tack'd  to  that  Bill.  As  alfo.  That  if  the  Commons  had 
Reafons  to  make  good  the  Bill,  as  it  was  fent  to  the 
Lords,  yet  by  their  waving  the  Parliamentary  Method  of 
Conferences,  they  made  it  impoflible  for  the  Lords  to 
agree  with  them  j  fo  the  Bill  muft  neceffarily  fall  for 
that  caufe,  and  its  lofs  lie  at  the  Door  of  the  Commons. 

And  Laftly,  It  is  clear,  that  if  the  Officers  and  Soldi- 
ers'find  any  Inconvenience  for  want  of  renewing  the  A£t 
of  the  perceding  Year, .  for  ftating  the  Debts  of  the  Ar- 
my, it  cannot  lie  at  the  Lords  Door,  becaufe  they  agreed 
to  it  exactly  as  it  had  pafs'd  before,  and  returned  it  to  the 
Commons  in  time. 
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